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SUMMER SUN ENCOURAGES CROP DEVELOPMENT 
 
The first week of summer brought warm weather across the State.  Corn and 
soybeans experienced good growing conditions with the exception of areas in 
the path of Tuesday’s thunderstorm which cut across Iowa.  Once again, hay 
harvest efforts were hindered due to high humidity and rains.  In addition, 
rains prevented many fields from being sprayed again this week.  Some low-
lying areas have standing water issues.  Also, high temperatures caused stress 
on animals in feedlots this week. 
 
There were 4.0 days suitable for fieldwork during the week, compared to the 
five-year average of 5.0 days.  Topsoil moisture rated 3 percent short, 
77 percent adequate, and 20 percent surplus across the state.  Subsoil 
moisture rated 3 percent short, 74 percent adequate, and 23 percent surplus. 
 
Field Crops Report: Nearly all of Iowa’s corn acres have emerged.  Corn 
condition was rated 1 percent very poor, 3 percent poor, 15 percent fair, 
56 percent good, and 25 percent excellent.  The corn stand was rated at 
95 percent of normal with 100 percent considered normal.  The corn stand’s 
average tallest height was 51 inches with an overall average height of 
37 inches.   
 
Soybean planting advanced 1 percentage point from last week to 99 percent 
complete.  Ninety-seven percent of the State’s soybean crop has emerged.  
Soybeans blooming in Iowa reached 4 percent, 2 days ahead of last year, but 
3 days behind the five-year average. Soybean condition was rated 1 percent 
very poor, 3 percent poor, 18 percent fair, 59 percent good, and 19 percent 
excellent. 
 
The oat crop reached 86 percent headed, 22 percentage points ahead of last 
year, but 2 percentage points below the five-year average.  Twelve percent of 
the oat crop is now turning color, 5 percentage points ahead of last year but 
9 percentage points behind the five-year average.  Oat condition was rated 
3 percent poor, 18 percent fair, 59 percent good, and 20 percent excellent. 
 
The first cutting of alfalfa was 76 percent harvested, behind the five-year 
average of 93 percent. Some farmers have begun their second alfalfa cutting 
as it is now 5 percent complete.  All hay condition was rated 3 percent very 
poor, 10 percent poor, 26 percent fair, 50 percent good, and 11 percent 
excellent.    
 
Livestock, Pasture and Range Report:  Pasture and range condition rated 
1 percent very poor, 5 percent poor, 20 percent fair, 52 percent good, and 
22 percent excellent.  Stress levels on cattle increased with higher 
temperatures and humidity.         
 
IOWA PRELIMINARY WEATHER SUMMARY 
Provided by Harry Hillaker, State Climatologist 
 
Hot and humid weather dominated Iowa for most of the past reporting week.  
Tuesday (23
rd
) was the hottest and most humid day in most areas.  Official 
temperatures topped out at 99 degrees at Glenwood.  The highest official heat 
index was 113 degrees at Ames but unofficial values were far higher on 
Tuesday.  Daytime highs were in the 90’s statewide on Monday (22nd) and 
Tuesday (23
rd
).  Highs on Wednesday (24
th) were in the low 80’s north to low 
90’s southeast and on Thursday (25th) were in the mid 80’s northeast to low 
90’s south and west.  Highs on Friday (26th) were mostly in the 80’s.  A cold 
front brought welcome cooler and drier air over the weekend, but not before 
readings again climbed into the low to mid 90’s over the southeast on 
Saturday (27
th).  Highs on Sunday were in the 80’s statewide with overnight 
lows dipping into the 50’s and low 60’s.  Sibley reported the state’s lowest 
temperature with a Monday (29
th
) morning minimum of 50 degrees.  
Temperatures for the week as a whole averaged 5.5 degrees above normal.  
Monday (22
nd
) and Sunday (28
th) were dry across Iowa.   Most of the week’s 
rain came on Tuesday when thunderstorms affected most of the state.  Severe 
weather, mostly in the form of high winds, was reported from 41 Iowa 
counties on Tuesday afternoon and evening.  Hit and miss thunderstorms 
were the rule for the rest of the week with only a few localized areas 
receiving significant rain.  Weekly rain totals varied from only 0.03 inches 
near Elkader to 2.83 inches north of New Market in northwest Taylor 
County.  The statewide average precipitation was 0.61 inches while normal 




Statewide Crop Conditions as of June 28, 2009 
Item Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 
































PRELIMINARY IOWA PRECIPITATION  
  









mal NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE 
 Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches 
Corn, average tallest height 



























 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Corn stand (normal = 100%) 
Soybeans emerged 
Oats headed 





























































Year NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE 
 Days Days Days Days Days Days Days Days Days Days Days Days 
Days suitable 4.6 4.1 4.7 3.9 3.3 4.4 4.7 4.0 1.9 4.0 2.2 4.4 
 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Topsoil moisture 
    Very short 
    Short 
    Adequate 
    Surplus 
 
Subsoil moisture 
    Very short 
    Short 
    Adequate 
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Weather Summary For National Agricultural Statistics Service, Iowa Field Office 
For the week ending:  Sunday, June 28, 2009, Prepared by AWIS, Inc. 
STATION 
CURRENT WEEK SINCE APRIL 1 CURRENT WEEK 
TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION PRECIPITATION GDD BASE 50F 
HI LO AVG DFN TOTAL DFN TOTAL DFN TOTAL DFN 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 Precipitation (rain, melted snow or ice) in inches.  Precipitation Days = Days with precipitation of 0.01 inch or more.  Air Temperatures in Degrees Fahrenheit.  Copyright 2009:  AWIS, 
Inc.  All Rights Reserved. 
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